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BOUGAINVILLE
THE FORGOTTEN CAMPAIGN

Artist Doug Burtell

PATROLLING ON BOUGAINVILLE
Patrol action on Bougainville, Solomon Islands, painted
by "Doug" Burtell. The patrol was near Mount Bagano, a
smoking active volcano. Other members of the patrol were
Lt. Joe La Fournaise, (Native American), Al Sevign, Col.
Matheson (Australian officer, KIA at a later date). The patrol
was part of a Fijian Army patrol about January 1, 1944. As

stated by Burtell the patrol met a native and his son hunting
wild pigs. They were taken into custody. When the patrol
returned to 164th area the father and son natives were turned
in at the stockade on the beach.
(Continued on next page).
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More~ PATROLLING ON
BOUGAINVILLE
It was necessary to take natives into custody whenever a
patrol found them in the jungle as they couldn't be trusted.
The natives on Bougainville were very primitive, wild and wore
minimal clothing. Most of the native population on Bougainville
had very little contact with civilization and were indifferent to
the war. In the early part of WWII natives sold downed flyers
to the Japanese. The Japanese forces started mistreating
the native population . This impressed the natives and their
attitude changed and became more friendly. On a long range
patrol on the Laruna River, Burtell explained that a native
was taken into custody. During the night the native prisoner
escaped, because a patrol member on watch had dozed off.
When we returned from the patrol, I was called to Regimental
Headquarters. I reported to Colonel Garvin and he was upset
because we hadn't killed the native. I told him we were not
about to shoot an unarmed, helpless and frightened native
when we could bring him in unharmed. I never heard anymore
about that situation .
In discussing the patrol painting, Burtell said, "I was trying
to depict a typical scene of guys on patrol showing the
weapons and clothing. In the picture the dead Japanese was
not necessarily killed by the Gl's in the picture, he might have
been or maybe killed by the heavy shelling from the our
artillery. On long deep penetration patrols it was not
uncommon to find dead Japanese along some of the jungle
trails. The dead Japanese soldiers died from wounds or
disease. The smell was most unpleasant particularly when

one had to search the corpse for any information that might

be useful.
In the picture one will observe that the men are not wearing
helmets. Helmets were not worn on long range patrols as
they were too heavy, diminished our hearing, and created
noise when branches would hit our helmet. The lessons
learned on Guadalcanal when patrolling really paid off in
Bougainville. It became very apparent that steel helmets were
more a hinderance than a protection on long range patrols.
"Doug" Burtell
( Editor's note: Burtell you are a very talented artist and your
experience on long range patrols most interesting . The patrols must
have been very intense, stressful with a great concern about
returning safely with much needed information about the Japanese
forces.)

164th Infantry Patrol returning to the perimeter defense line .

BOUGAINVILLE
THE FORGOTTEN CAMPAIGN
Haurry Ao Gailey 1943~1945
(Editors note: The excerpts from this book pertain primarily to 164th
Infantry Regiment and its part in Bougainville Campaign .)

Headquarters of the America! Division was notified on 25
November to prepare to move to Bougainville. On 5
December, America! received the basic outline of the move,
which was to occur in four echelons, each to be loaded on
three APAs and two AKAs. The first elements of the America!
Division. the 164th Infantry Regiment. commanded by Colonel
Crump Garvin. left Fiji on 19 December and arrived at
Empress Augusta Bay on Christmas morning after an
uneventful but long voyage from Viti Levu in the Fiji Islands.
After reassembling in an area just beyond the beach, the 164th
moved to the front and, unit by unit, relieved the 9th Marines
on the left flank of the 3d Division's perimeter. Garvin arranged
his troops along the static defense line, with the 1st Battalion
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on the right, the 3d in the center, and the 1st tieing into the
right flank of the 37th Division. The relief of the 9th Marines
was completed by 28 December. The second echelon of the
America!, the 245th Artillery (105 mm) and the 182d Infantry
Regiment, commanded by Colonel William D. Long, arrived
on 28 December and by 2 January 1944 had replaced the
21st Marines in the center and were tied into the 164th on the
left and the left-flank elements of the 2d Marine Raider
Battalion. The last regiment of the division, the 132d Infantry,
commanded by Colonel Joseph Bush, arrived on 9 January
and within two days had relieved the marine paratroops on
the extreme right of the lodgment. With the arrival of the last
of the artillery units on 14 January, Major General John Hodge,
who had relieved General Turnage on 28 December, had his
division firmly ensconced on the defensive line along the
heights from just east of Hill 700 to the Torokina River and

thence southward to the bay. The last of the marine infantry
units had left Bougainville by the end of January, leaving only
a few specialized marine units including the 3d Marine
Defense Battalion behind.
Supporting the infantry units of the 37th and America!
divisions was a strong backup of artillery, although XIV Corps
did not have its own organic artillery. Brigadier General Leo
Kreber, the artillery commander of the 37th, acted as corps
artillery commander. He could call upon six 105-mm howitzer
battalions and one 155-mm howitzer battalion organic to the
two army divisions. In addition, he had provisional corps
artillery consisting of two 155-mm gun batteries of the 3d
Marine Defense Battalion and light 90-mm antiaircraft
batteries. In early March six cannon companies with their 75mm pack howitzers reached Bougainville and joined the
infantry regiments .
A number of L-4 Cub light aircraft were available to each
of the divisions to be used for artillery spotting. By mid-January
the pilots were flying from dawn to dusk reconnoitering the
areas in front of the perimeter and adjusting fire on targets of
opportunity. Later some of these planes would be used to fly
in supplies and evacuate wounded from advance posts
established far beyond the perimeter lines.
General Griswold on 6 January ordered the 164th
Regiment of the America! Division to occupy Hill 700 located
just in front of and beyond the left flank of the America! sector.
Within five days the 2d Battalion had pushed forward almost
a thousand yards through nearly impenetrable undergrowth
and up the steep slopes to occupy the crest of Hill 700, which
was the highest point held by the Americans . After the hill
was secured, men of the 37th Division's 145th Infantry relieved
the 164th' and the boundary between the divisions was moved
more than a mile eastward. On the right flank the low, swampy
ground was difficult to defend. On 17 January units from 2/
132 moved forward to set up positions nearer the Torokina
River at the jungle fringe. After a number of reconnaissance
patrols had scoured the area in search of higher ground, the
132d displaced forward to the west edge of the river, thus
straightening out the previously crooked defense line.
Outposts were then established one quarter mile east of the
river. There they remained until 29 January, when corps
headquarters decided to negate the Japanese defenses east
and north of the 132d's forward lines.
In the weeks following the arrival of the America! Division,
activity along the front of the lodgment was mainly confined
to improving the defenses and to aggressive patrolling . In all
areas units were hard at work constructing earth, log, and
sandbag pillboxes and interlocking trenches and rifle pits.
Each of the bunkers was large enough to accommodate from
three to five men, whose major responsibility was to man or
protect an automatic weapon. Trees and undergrowth ahead
of the line were cut down so that an approaching enemy was
exposed at least fifty yards ahead, mainly to prevent the
Japanese from using cover to throw grenades. At key points,
particularly in front of the pillboxes, a double apron of barbed
wire was laid out, in front of which pressure mines were laid.
A variety of booby traps were also constructed, the simplest
of which were grenades attached to trip wires along the most

obvious approach lanes. In some areas oil drums were loaded
with scrap iron packed around a bangalore torpedo and set
up to be triggered by a simple electrical device .
Searchlights were brought forward and stationed near the
front, and various improvised illumination devices were
constructed using flares, gasoline, and thermite grenades to
provide light if the Japanese decided to attack at night. Almost
all units were issued extra machine guns and each rifle squad
had two BARs. In some areas, such as that occupied by the
129th Regimental Combat Team of the 37th, these defenses
were organized in depth, so that if the front were penetrated,
the attackers would find themselves facing a new line that
had to be broken . General Griswold, operating on interior lines,
could shift troops quickly from one sector to another and also
reinforce areas from his corps reserve, which included infantry
units from the various service battalions.'
Both divisions continued the aggressive patrolling that had
been standard procedure since the first days of the invasion .
All patrols were conducted during daylight hours, since it had
earlier been discovered that night patrols could be successful
in jungle terrain only if the route had previously been
reconnoitered and marked. Movement at night was attempted
only to put a patrol in a better position to begin its mission
once daylight came.
There were basically four different types of patrol. Usually
a reconnaissance patrol would be of squad or platoon size,
never fewer than twelve men. A patrol of this size could move
quietly and quickly through the underbrush and junglelike
growth but still had enough men to defend itself if attacked .
Combat patrols, as described in the Operations Report of the
America! Division, "should be the size of company, or possibly
larger. Although this may seem to be a large unwieldy group,
if all members of the company had been adequately trained,
they can move rapidly and silently. A patrol of this size, if
aggressively handled, can raise havoc with an enemy
battalion, and vanish into the jungle before strong resistance
can be organized." The other two types of patrols were the
ambush and sniper patrols, which were used sparingly and
only after the location , size, and capabilities of the enemy in
a given location had been assessed.
The actual distance covered by a patrol depended on its
mission and the type of terrain . The rule of thumb for
movement of all types of patrols on Bougainville was that
without resistance they could cover only seven hundred yards
an hour. Each patrol was provided with enough food and
ammunition to enable it to stay out on its mission for as long
as eight days. Most of the patrols sent out during January
and the early part of February met no Japanese. The major
function, to gather information on features of the terrain, was
accomplished without many serious fire fights.
Although the information obtained was invaluable for the
divisional staffs and particularly for the artillery, the men
involved considered it foul duty, repeated over and over again
seemingly without purpose. However, American patrols had
pushed far into the interior across the flatlands to the forward
slopes of the Japanese-held Hills 1111.1000. 600. and 250all of which overlooked the beachhead .One of the first heavy
actions involving the America! Division occurred on 7 January

3

when a large patrol of more than a hundred men of 1/164
moved out toward Hill 250 located approximately three
thousand yards northeast of the regimental lines. After
precautionary artillery fire had been directed against the east
side of this hill, the patrol began to work its way around it to
scout the area to the north. The Japanese entrenched on the
slopes opened heavy fire on the Americans, and a large
number of Japanese maneuvered behind the patrol, forcing
it to fight its way back to the perimeter. After a two-hour fire
fight in heavy undergrowth, the patrol forced the Japanese
roadblock and reached the safety of the regimental lines. The
patrol had suffered only four wounded but reported killing
about twelve Japanese during this engagement.
Other January actions included one on 10 January, when
a large patrol of the 182d operating a mile beyond the Torokina
River discovered a strong Japanese position. They attacked
and drove the Japanese back, killing twenty-five men. On 17
January patrols of the 164th, Infantry operating near the
southeast slopes of Hill 600 made contact with groups of
Japanese, amounting to battalion strength. The main elements
of 1/164 moved into this area and with heavy artillery support
drove the Japanese from the strongpoints.
One of the most colorful and effective units operating under
corps command was the 1st Battalion of the Fiji Infantry
Regiment. This battalion consisting of 777 enlisted men and
34 officers, commanded by Lieutenant Colonel J.B.K. Taylor
of the New Zealand Army, arrived at Bougainville in late
December. Taylor was wounded the first night ashore and
was replaced as commander by Major Gregory Upton, who
was in charge of the battalion during its long-range patrols in
late December and January. The Fijian troops were well
trained, proud of their uniforms and ability to march, and
according to reports, loved to sing a wide variety of Fijian
songs as well as the more modern American tunes. Almost
immediately after their arrival, plans were under way to use
their unique abilities as jungle fighters to establish a combat
outpost far to the east of the mountain range, most of which
was controlled by the Japanese. On 28 December a reinforced
company of the Fiji Battalion moved out along the Numa Numa
Trail with its first objective the village of lbu more than twenty
miles north of Cape Torokina. Once there, they were to make
note of enemy activity along the east coast and report these
movements to corps headquarters. In addition they were to
disrupt Japanese lines of communication whenever possible.
The detachment would be supplied by air drops.
The Fijians had reached their objective by 2 January and
established a strong defense line around the village. They
found a site suitable for a landing strip eight miles from Mount
Balbi and hacked down the underbrush so that the L-4
observation planes from the 37th and America! divisions could
land. One pilot, Lieutenant Charles Cross, made thirteen such
flights across the high, rugged mountains before he crashed
in the jungle. His body was never found. Such flights, however
dangerous, facilitated the quick exchange of information and
could also provide a speedy means of evacuation of any
wounded. Fijian patrols were active along the east coast all
during January. They made detailed reconnaissance of the
coast from Asitivi Mission to Kiviri Point and engaged in a
number of fire fights with small Japanese patrols. In an attack
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on a Japanese strongpoint at Pipipaia, forty-seven Japanese
were killed without the loss of a single Fijian.
By the end of January the Japanese decided to climate
the lbu outpost as a part of their proposed attack plans on
the perimeter. They began on 14 February with a major attack
against one of the roadblocks. The Fijians received permission
to abandon lbu and retreat back to the perimeter. They fought
a series of well-planned reargued actions and reached the
west coast on 19 February, where the 37th Divis ion
Reconnaissance Troop had established a covering
beachhead. During the withdrawal, an estimated 120
Japanese had been killed; only one Fijian had been slightly
wounded . For the number of troops involved and the
information on enemy movements obtained, this action by
the Fiji unit far ahead of the defensive perimeter was the most
successful operation during this phase of the Bougainville
campaign .

A DEFENSIVE POSITION
Almost as if by agreement, both sides adopted defense
positions that minimized the combat in no-man's-land between
them. In the American perimeter some buildings were erected,
movie theaters were built and athletic fields constructed.
A former 37th division infantryman recalled an incident!
A large baseball field had been cut from the jungle on
Bougainville not far from the Piva fighter strip. After things
had settled down after the 2nd Battle of Bougainville, and the
perimeter stabilized, someone noticed a raggedy-assed Jap
way out in the shadows of the jungle off right field watching a
game. Field glasses later verified this first supposition. He
came back for other games and was soon a rather regular
fan-cautious but regular. There was no easy way to get to
him and no officers of the "gung-ho" variety were informed.
Besides, the 37th Gl's figured "He can't be all bad;" besides,
he somehow managed to root for 37th teams, showing his
approval of hits and runs for the home team! He was somehow
indicative of the rapport developed all along the perimeter by
summer 1944.
Division rest camps had been built where some frontline
soldiers on the recommendation of doctors, could have a week
off from their normal duties. Those Gls who could took
advantage of the warm water behind the reef and swam
without fear of stonefish or sharks. One infantryman, however,
viewed the ocean as an enemy; he would rush up to the
waves, strike them with his fists, and curse them for standing
between himself and home. Radios were installed in dayrooms
in unit areas and tuned to an island radio station at corps
headquarters called the Mosquito Network. It brought news
of the outside world and current hit tunes from the States to
the rear-echelon troops. Several large movie theaters were
carved out of the forest areas. At one such theater, which
was surrounded by tall trees in the 37th Division sector, an
amusing event confirmed the close proximity of the nowquiescent Japanese. An observer recalled:
One night some captured Japanese film of the sinking of
the USS Lexington, an aircraft carrier, was being shown along
with the regular Hollywood movie at the 37th Division theater,

possibly at "Loewe's Bougainville." As the Jap planes laid
bomb after bomb and torpedo after torpedo into the listing
Lexington, there suddenly came shouts of "Banzai! Banzai!"
from the tangled but huge branches of a banyan tree on a
near side of the rows of seats. A Jap had hidden himself to
watch the movie but was overcome with patriotism at the sight
of his comrades in the airforce sending an enemy ship to the
bottom! He was pulled from the tree with no trouble and
entered the POW compound, perhaps the last victim of the
carrier Lexington!
Even some major USO shows reached Bougainville. In
August Randolph Scott led a group of entertainers, and a few
weeks later Bob Hope with his entourage, including Jerry
Colonna and Frances Langford, put on shows for both the
37th and America! divisions; Jack Benny's troupe arrived soon
afterward. Other less well known performers, including opera
singers, entertained thousands of XIV Corps personnel. In
addition, large divisional bands gave regular concerts, and
enterprising amateur actors in both divisions put on skits, most
them broad satires in which very little was immune from attack.
Nothing could be done about the heat, rain, and insects and
little about the worst evil of all-boredom. Still, conditions were
far better than those endured by the marine assault troops
who landed on Bougainville the previous November.
Life was even relatively easy for the men manning the
main defensive positions. For the first time in months they
could pitch tents and sleep above ground, abandoning the
dugouts as living quarters.
For many front line troops, however, there was no play
acting; the real war continued as patrols from both divisions
moved farther and farther into Japanese-held territory, mainly
to keep the enemy off balance. The 164th and 182d Infantry
of the America! were very active with long-range missions in
the Reini-Tekessi Region. From 1 May to 28 June, patrol after
patrol from the 164th probed deep into the interior. During
this long period only one contact was made. One American
was killed and one wounded while the Japanese left behind
twelve dead. After the 182d took over the responsibility of
patrolling this region, the Japanese abandoned their hill
positions and retreated eastward alone the East-West Trail
and despite several contacts with the enemy, there was no
significant action until the regiment was in turn relieved by
the 164th. On 28 September a patrol from Company E
attacked an estimated forty Japanese in the vicinity of
Tavanatu village, killing eighteen before the survivors fled.
No further action of any significance occurred in this sector
until 17 November, when the reconnaissance platoon
discovered a number of enemy soldiers in a small village.
The subsequent attack on the village destroyed the entire
garrison of twenty-three men. This was the last contact with
the Japanese until 24 November, when the 164th was relieved
by elements of the 3d Australian Division. The American toll
for all actions in the Reini-Tekessi operations was seven men
killed and fourteen wounded.

The 9 3dl Division Affair
The Japanese were in full retreat by 28 March. The Magata
force, with an estimated strength of over fifteen hundred men,
utilized the Numa Numa Trail and withdrew toward the

northern part of Bougainville. The remnants of the Iwasa and
Muda forces , covered by reinforcements from the 4th South
Seas Garrison unit and the 6th Cavalry Regiment, moved
quickly along a number of trails to the relative safety of
southern Bougainville.
The enemy's disengagement brought on a change in the
tactics of XIV Corps. Instead of standing on the defensive, all
American frontl ine units now took the offensive. General
Griwold had no intention, however, of attempting any farreaching offensive to eliminate the Japanese presence. He
realized that Bougainville was no longer important. Rabaul
had been neutralized, the Japanese navy had been withdrawn
from the Solomons, and the Japanese air force in the South
Pacific was practically nonexistent. Therefore General
Hyakutake's remaining forces, cut off from outside aid, could
do very little harm if adequately contained in their strongholds
in the north and south. Griswold had already issued orders to
Beightler and Hodge on 23 March that outlined the limited
objective of XIV Corps. In his instructions he made clear that
he wanted the 37th and America! divisions, reinforced by
elements of the 93d, to "take immediate action to harass and
deny the enemy's line of supply in southern Bougainville."
He further ordered his divisional commanders "at the
earliest practical moment to coordinate those actions with a
limited offensive against the west flank and rear of the hostile
forces in the front, cutting their lines of communication in
northern and western Bougainville and destroying the
maximum number of enemy and his materiel. The two weeks
following Hyakutake's decision to call off his offensive
witnessed very aggressive patrols by elements of both
divisions complying with General Griswold's instructions.
In the 37th Division sector it was not until 1 April that the
last pocket of Japanese resistance was eliminated in front of
the 129th when elements of the 148th moved up to Hill 205
and drove away a small number of Japanese still dug in there.
General Beightler and his staff had already made plans to
expand the outpost line of the 37th northward in the area
between the Marabie and Laruma rivers. On 2 April, Company
I of 3/148 and elements of the newly arrived 2/25 moved out
from Hill 205 up the Numa Numa Trail and crossed the Laruma
River in the face of considerable automatic weapons fire. They
established a bridgehead on the west bank and had advanced
almost half a mile from it before nightfall. Reinforced the next
day by the Fiji 1st Battalion and a chemical mortar platoon,
the infantrymen moved farther north against intermittent
Japanese fire. By 7 April they had advanced as far as the
forks of the Laruma River. Later other patrols moved into the
region south of the village of Lesiapaia located approximately
five miles from the forks of the Laruma. A series of trail blocks
were set up along the Numa Numa and many secondary trails.
Other 37th Division patrols ranged as far up the west coast of
Bougainville as Cape Moltke without encountering any
Japanese.
There would be considerably more contact with the
Japanese in the America! sectors. On 29 March a patrol of
the 132d operating in the vicinity of Hill 501 ran into a block
by an estimated battalion. The patrol called in artillery fire
just before breaking contact at dusk; the next day the men
found thirty bodies in the area of the concentration. Meanwhile,
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patrols of the 164th pushed north and northeast toward
the hills that had given shelter to the enemy artillery during
the Japanese offensive. On 1 April, General Robert McClure
became commander of the America! Division, General Hodge
moving on to command XXIV Corps. On that same day the
16~th, operating north of Hill 250, ran into a force of Japanese
~st1mated at more than a hundred men. Devastating artillery
fire forced the Japanese to abandon their positions and move
directly toward the America! patrol. After a brief fire fight the
Japanese broke and ran, leaving fourteen dead behind. By
the evening of the next day, strong outposts had been
established on Hill 250 and the steeper neighboring Hill 600,
and advance patrols of the 164th began ·searching all the
trails leading northwest to Hills 1000 and 1111. The largercaliber guns left behind by the retreating Japanese were
located and destroyed.
The heaviest action in the America! sector was in the south
along the shores of Empress Augusta Bay. Here the 132d on
5 April launched a preliminary attack ultimately directed at
capturing the small coastal village of Mavavia. A concerted
attack two days later destroyed twenty Japanese pillboxes.
The Japanese defenders, perhaps still suffering from the
aftershock of the fighting in March, offered little resistance.
Possibly the harassing fire from destroyers standing offshore
and from 155-mm guns of XIV Corps, although causing little
physical damage, had the desired psychological effect. On 8
April a tank-infantry attack eliminated most of the pillboxes
west of the village. The following afternoon Company C of
the 2d Battalion occupied the destroyed village; the Japanese
defenders simply melted away. Meanwhile other 132d patrols
had been busy in the jungle around Hills 500 and 501,
attempting to locate as many of the Japanese defenses as
possible.
General McClure had decided to extend his outpost line
eastward to secure the heights just west of the Saua River
comprising Hills 155, 165, 501, and 500. The major role in
this task would fall to the 132d. However, the regiment was
augmented by the newly arrived black battalion, 1/25, and
the 3d Battalion of the Fiji Infantry as well as the 247th Field
Artillery in direct support. The 132d's cannon company, with
four 75-mm howitzers, was also in place on the Magine
Islands. These guns could also support the other black
battalion, 1/24, in its activities near the mouth of the Mavavia
River.
The Fiji battalion began the attack on 13 April by moving
southeast to secure positions east of Hill 65 from which they
could protect the left flank of 3/132. The next day that attacking
battalion had reached its jump-off point approximately seven
h~ndred yards west of Hill 65. The attack on the first objective,
Hill 165, began on the morning of 15 April. Progress was
difficult because of the many small gullies in the intervening
area and the jungle growth. The nearly incessant rains had
turned many areas into mudholes through which the riflemen
had to struggle. It was not until early afternoon that they
reached the base of the hill, but there was no resistance and
the hill was soon occupied. Security on Hill 165 was turned
over to Company A of the 25th Infantry while 3/132 pressed
on to take Hill 155. Sections of the black infantry company
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then moved to this rise, relieving 3/132 for an attack on Hills
500 and 501 the next morning.
The Japanese contested the north base of Hill 500 during
the morning of 16 April, and 3/132 was pulled back briefly to
enable the artillery to work over the hill. The riflemen, following
close on the barrage, secured Hill 500 by noon. Once again
they were halted by the Japanese, who counterattacked along
the south slopes.
All during the following day the Japanese blocked further
advance despite heavy artillery and mortar fire. The firing,
which continued intermittently during the night, eventually had
good effect; by 18 April the Japanese defenders had moved
off Hill 501. This last of the hill objectives was also manned
by men of 1/25, while 3/132 garrisoned the area south of the
hill. The Fiji troops immediately began extensive patrolling
between this hill line and the Saua River and within two days
reported that the entire area was free of Japanese. By the
end of April, units of XIV Corps had established a strong
outpost line far beyond the main perimeter and strong daily
patrols were scouring even farther in all directions. Contact
with the Japanese during the summer was minimal.
Bougainville had been selected by the highest echelons
of command for an experiment utilizing black troops in combat.
Elements of the 93d Division and the 24th Regiment would
be fed slowly into action to see how well they performed.
Events connected with the expansion of the outpost line would
have far-reaching implications for the employment of black
troops in other areas of the Pacific war. In order to understand
the successes and failure of the black units involved in this
experiment, one must understand something of the
background to their deployment in the South Pacific.
The most salient fact to note is that the army of World War
11 was segregated, and despite the need for manpower, many

of the most important men in government and the armed
forces did not wish to tap the resources of the black
community. There were many reasons for this reluctance. The
most obvious was the frank, overt racism of some in decisionmaking positions, many of whom were from southern states.
These men were generally convinced of the inferiority of black
people and believed they could learn only the simple tasks.
Many senior commanders, despite the historical record of
service and heroism of black soldiers from the beginnings of
the nation, questioned the bravery and patriotism of black
soldiers. Others who did not share such racist views were
nevertheless opposed to utilizing black soldiers to their fullest
potential because they recognized the many difficulties in
trying to provide adequate training and equal opportunity for
blacks within an army that was still for all practical purposes
segregated. Therefore, recruitment of blacks into the army
was slow. By the end of 1943, despite political pressure from
liberal congressmen and the black community, there were
only 150,000 blacks in combat-designated units.
There had been a considerable number of racial incidents
in various camps throughout the United States, and most black
units, notwithstanding their designations, were used primarily
for transport, service, or labor.
One of the major questions for all black units was related

to command personnel. At the beginning of the war there were
few black officers, and even with the rapid expansion of the
officer corps during the first two years after Pearl Harbor, few
black officers had the training or experience to assume the
command of company sized units. Because of this shortage,
as well as the conventional wisdom that blacks were not
capable of command, most of the senior officers of black units
were white. The resultant imbalance often created hostility
not only between enlisted personnel and officers but between
the lower and more senior officer ranks. This had a deleterious
effect on training, as did the general apathy in higher
headquarters about the specific reason for training black
combat divisions. A number of observers reported low morale
among black units, including the 93d Division. Once the 93d
learned that it was scheduled for overseas duty, the morale
of the men and efficiency of its components increased
markedly.
It was most obvious during the first two years of the war
that no theater commander wanted black units. In 1942
General Marshall concurred with the recommendation that
no black troops be sent to the United Kingdom. Although this
position was later modified, it clearly indicated the dominant
attitude toward using black troops in the theater of war
designated by Washington as the most important. For some
time blacks were not sent to the Caribbean either, because
commanders feared that since American blacks had a higher
standard of living, they could cause problems with the lessfortunate black populations of the islands. In the Southwest
Pacific, Australian politicians, whose own government had
an all-white policy, were pressuring General MacArthur to
refuse to accept black American troops and to send back any
who had already been dispatched. To his credit, he adamantly
refused to be swayed by their arguments. Even the Belgian
government in the fall of 1942 complained to Washington
because a black quartermaster company had been sent to
the Congo.
Despite the negative reaction to the employment of black
troops, pressure was mounting in the United States to utilize
more black units in combat zones. Chief among those
pressuring the armed forces was Congressman Hamilton Fish
of New York. who recalled how well black troops under his
command had performed during World War I.
The black press and many distinguished black
professionals were also very vocal in protesting the obviously
discriminatory practices of the Armed Forces .
In the tasks assigned them, the officers and men of the
25th had at all times performed ably, if not heroically. This
performance was fully in keeping with the expectati?n~ of
those responsible for sending the regiment to Bougamv1lle.
Generals Griswold and Beightler had not recklessly thrown
untried black troops into the most dangerous areas but had
eased them into combat situations accompanied by seasoned
troops. The 3d Battalion, however, as of 5 April, had not
participated in any combat patrols with the 164th Regiment
to which it had been attached. That evening it received orders
to commit Company K on its first mission, one that would
modify the good opinion that had been formed of the combat
potential of the black units and, by extension, would have

ramifications far beyond those of the usual company-level
fire fight.
The task assigned Captain James Curran, the white officer
commanding Company K, and his black platoon leaders
seemed relatively simple. Accompanied by a machine gun
platoon, Company K was to move eastward from Hill 250
approximately two miles and by nightfall of 6 April set up a
trail block. Curran would also have with him Captain William
Crutcher and three enlisted men from the 593d Field Artillery
Battalion, who would act as observers in case artillery support
was needed, and an officer and enlisted man from a
photographic unit to take pictures of the operation for release
to the press. Sergeant Ralph Brodin of the intelligence section.
164th Infantry. was also assigned as a combination aide and
guide.
The company moved out in line at 0645 on 6 April with the
1st Platoon in the lead and the 3d Platoon providing rear guard
and machine gun sections in between the three platoons.
All went well until the company discovered an old Japanese
hospital area approximately a quarter of a mile from its
objective. The company halted in a dense jungle area as the
1st Platoon sent out patrols to check the supposedly
abandoned huts. Soon one of these patrols began firing
toward the left front and the patrol leader reported killing two
of the enemy. The company commander decided to
investigate and went forward, only to be fired upon. Two men
of the patrol were wounded. Captain Curran then ordered the
two other platoons forward to flank the 1st Platoon.
So far everything had been done by the book, and the
company was in good position to respond to any enemy
activity. Then, without orders, some men of the 1st and 2d
Platoons opened fire, and they were joined by the 1st Machine
Gun Section firing at both left and right flanks. Curran ordered
a cease fire, which was passed on by the patrol leaders, and
the unauthorized fire halted briefly. But soon it was resumed,
and some men began to panic. Thus when Curran ordered
the flank platoons to close up on the center, the 1st Platoon
was caught in friendly cross fire, apparently being attacked
from the flanks and rear. Sporadic fire was also coming from
the Japanese in front. Curran then ordered the 1st Platoon to
withdraw, only increasing the confusion; some of the men,
including the platoon sergeant of the 1st, had already dropped
their packs and disappeared.
Curran reported his situation to battalion headquarters and
was ordered to retire three or four hundred yards and re-form
his company. This he was able to do only with great difficulty;
the men, most of whom were obviously very frightened,
continued to fire and then fall back. In places instead of forming
a single line, men were lying two or three deep, the rear
soldie-rs firing over the heads of those in front. Men of the 1st
Platoon were reluctant to move off the trail and provide flank
cover while the other platoons retired. Soon there was chaos.
Sergeant Brodin, the only experienced infantryman, tried to
calm the situation by walking up and down telling the men
there was nothing to worry about. At the same time Curran
was desperately trying to stop the indiscriminate firing. Their
efforts were to no avail. Without adequate leadership at the
platoon level, the troops fired in all directions at any bush that
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was believed to conceal an enemy. Upon being informed
of the situation, battalion ordered Curran to fall back to Hill
250 to reorganize.
The first men of Company K reached friendly lines late in
the afternoon. These included the missing platoon sergeant
and the company first sergeant, who observers noted, was
old and fat. He was carried across the Torokina River.
Under questioning, these men reported that they had
encountered a large body of the enemy, perhaps an entire
regiment, concealed in the jungle, but none of them had
actually seen any Japanese. When all the troops finally
reached Hill 250 it was discovered that the thirty-minute fire
fight had claimed the lives of Lieutenant Oscar Davenport,
the weapons platoon leader, and nine enlisted men. Twenty
men had been wounded. The company had left its dead
behind, along with a machine gun, mortar, radio, and mortar
ammunition. More telling than anything else, they had tossed
away two BARS, eighteen M-1 s, and three carbines during
the panic. Later, as the entire incident was pieced together,
the consensus was that there had been no more than a squad
of Japanese in the hospital area and that most of the casualties
had been caused by the indiscriminate firing of the men of
Company K.
The problems of the Company K patrol were not yet
finished. A patrol from Company L was sent out the next day
to recover the dead but ran into enemy opposition short of
the hospital area, and after losing one man in the fire fight,
retreated without recovering the bodies. On 8 April, therefore,
Lieutenant Abner Jackson, leader of Company K's 1st Platoon,
led a carrying party of forty men to the site . Nine bodies were
found, but the men of Company L refused to handle them
despite threats of disciplinary action. Only when troops from
Company K were brought up could three bodies and some
equipment be carried back. Not until the following day did
another carrying party led by the battalion commander bring
back the other bodies and the rest of the abandoned
equipment.
The ordeal of Company K had ended. The episode had
displayed the lack of experience that was endemic in the 25th.
The panic and indiscriminate firing at an imaginary enemy
were certainly not to be condoned, let alone approved, but in
the context of the Pacific war, this was not the first or only
time that there had been a similar occurrence. White army
and marine units had been known to overestimate an enemy,
shoot at friendly troops, or panic during their first contact with
the enemy. Although battalion and division headquarters could
not have been pleased with the actions of Company K, they
recognized that its performance could be attributed in a large
degree to inexperience, and ultimately it was forgotten if not
forgiven. On 11 and 13 April. men from the same company
were involved in further patrol activity in conjunction with the
164th' and they acquitted themselves very well.
The most cogent defense offered for the action of this one
company came from the commanding officer of the 25th
Regiment, Colonel Everett Yon:
Had this organization been given prior instruction and been
accompanied by an experienced platoon of the 164th Infantry
in its initial action. the results would have been far different.
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The force encountered was small but equipped with machine
guns. The majority of our casualties were inflicted by other
men of the company. This has resulted in many instances in
jungle warfare when troops were committed without proper
seasoning. Early in May a company of the 182d Infantry, a
veteran of two years of jungle warfare, encountered an inferior
force of the enemy east of the Saua River, became
disorganized and returned to the perimeter of the 3d battalion,
25th Infantry on Hill 65 after darkness. The above facts are
not offered in condonation of the failure of Company "K" to
carry out its mission, but they were contributing causes.
Many senior officials in Washington, however, who had
only reluctantly approved their use in combat, were more than
willing to condemn all black troops on the basis of this one
incident. The information on 1/24 and the 25th was sent to
General Marshall, who forwarded copies to Under secretary
John J. McCloy. He, in turn, in his covering letter to Secretary
Stimson, pointed out that one small incident should not be
used to prove the case against black soldiers, alluding to the
success of the 99th Air Squadron in Europe. Stimson was
dubious of such optimistic arguments and noted that he did
not believe black units could become really effective unless
the officers were white. Given the early arguments that the
requisite number of white officers to fully staff more black
divisions were not available, these doubts by the secretary of
the army and its chief of staff were enough to stifle any
significant future combat role for black troops. The officers
and men of Company K when they set out on their mission
on 6 April could have had no idea of the crucial role they
would play in high-level policy decisions regarding the
deployment of black combat units.

LIEUTANT ORVILLE FREEMAN, US
MARINE CORPS
Freeman after WWII was elected Governor of Minnesota
and was appointed Secretary of Agriculture by President John
Kennedy, a P.T. Boat Commander operating off Guadalcanal
and Tulagi, October-November 1943.
While leading a platoon on a routine patrol, he was struck
in the jaw by a machine gun bullet. Aided by his men, he
made it back to the Marine perimeter. His remembrance of
the field hospital was probably shared by many:
The jeep finally showed up and took me to our field hospital
where they started to go to work on me.
But this place was no great shakes either. The two nights
I was at the field hospital- it was really more of a sick bayJap bombers came over. I had to spend those nights in a slit
trench right next to two 90-mm antiaircraft guns that we had
firing at the Japs. What ' a sound! My ears were sore for
days.
On the third day after I'd reached the beachhead one of
those destroyer transports arrived, picked up several of us
who needed more attention and took us down the slot to
Guadalcanal, where they had a base hospital.
Although not as dramatic as the experience of Company
E, the work of the doctors and corpsmen in all the field

hospitals continued unabated during the expansion of the
perimeter, but the conditions under which they worked became
much better as the front was pushed inland and more
permanent installations were constructed at the field hospital
locales. By the end of November the major problems faced
by the medical corps concerned non-combat-related diseases.
The work of the marine and army medical units had been so
well done that fewer than 1 percent of all battle casualties
died of their wounds. Even while the marines were making
their first advances inland, some began to feel the effects of
living in the jungle and swamps. It had rained on seventeen
of the first eighteen days after the landings. Everyone who
was there would agree with Orville Freeman's assessment of
the weather:
We finally set ourselves up and around four o'clock that
first day we had our first experience with what I soon realized
was a Bougainville ritual. It rained. As a matter of fact I think
it rained at four o'clock every day that I was on that goddamn
island. It was almost impossible to keep dry.
Then at night, with the sun gone, it would get chilly. It was
always hot and humid during the day but not too bad as long
as you were by the water. But then that rain would come,
followed by the chill. It was miserable.
There you would be, lying in a hole in the sand with a wet
poncho. You'd be soaked and you'd get so goddamn cold
you thought you were going to die. Hell, I'm from Minnesota;
I'm no stranger to cold . But this was different. It was so bad
you'd try to keep your teeth from chattering because you
wanted complete silence.
Daytime temperatures would reach 100°, and men were
forced to live in swampy areas where it was impossible to
keep feet and legs dry. In conditions like these it was to be
expected that men would get trench foot and other fungus

diseases. Eugene Edwards, a sergeant in an amphibious
tractor battalion, recalled:
Your feet began to rot, your clothes were stinking, you
would get skin ulcers between your legs to the point where
you ran around with Kotex on and were just downright
miserable. That's just everyday living, and thats just the normal
situation to say nothing of the other goings on.
Bugs, spiders, an ungodly number of insects biting on you.
We used to put repellent on; I don't know whether it did any
good but we used it.
Colonel Frazer West, then commanding a company in the
9th Marines, was even more explicit:
Jungle rot was the major problem. We had very little
change of clothes. That sand rubbing against your skin and
the heat and wet combined made it easy to get jungle rot
which is a form of fungus. Got it primarily on scalp, under
arms, and in genital areas. I had it all above my knees. And it
was miserable-no other word for it. No real cure for it. The
only thing you could do was with the jungle ulcers. I'd get the
corpsman to light a match on a razor blade, split the ulcer
open, and squeeze sulfanilamide powder in it. I must have
had at one time 30 jungle ulcers on me. This was fairly typical.
I th ink the lower ranks even had more. At least I could get a
little bit more being a company commander although I was
right with them. The kids were miserable.
(Editor's note: Your comments, personnal stories about
actions involving the 164th on Bougainville will be appreciated.
It is very difficult to find good sources of information about the
war on Bougainville. The news media were more interested
in new battles starting up in the Pacific and other parts of the
world that were in WWII flames.)

"U!bere aren't anp embarrassing questions just embarrassing answers.''
Carl T. Rowan Jr.
Former diplomat and jounalist

WAR IN KOREA
Many members of the 164th served in Korea. To learn
about the Korea Conflict, read the VFW magazine, June/July
2000 issue. This is an excellent report on the three years of a
bitter and ferocious war on the Korean Peninsula. Very few
Americans can name any battles of that war. The article in
the VFW magazine has a very good color map that lists all
major campaigns and actions of this cruel conflict. When you
finish with your VFW magazine, June/July 2000 issue, you
might consider donating it to a library as reference material
for individuals looking for information about the Korean War.
As a member of the VFW, I am contacting the editor of the
magazine to determine if extra copies are available for high
school libraries.

(Editor's note: To the men and women vets that served in Korea
Conflict we salute you and remember you are not forgotten. If you
know any 164ther Korean and they are not a member of the
Association contact them, tell them you have read the June/July
2000 issue, extend an invitation to join and attend the 164th reunion
in Fargo, ND, September 22,23 and 24.)

'PoiHta to 'Po«Mt:
• A"'JC" u ""4 o,,e t.ette,, dM'lt ol ~ • L - f'O"" tk ~ ol otkM 1/o« =- 't i!we ~ ~ ta
make t4em att ~ -
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WoJtnen of the 164th
Mom, Grandma, Great Grandma what did you do during
the big war? To answer this question, wives of the members
of the 164th Association are providing answer to the questions
as how they served their country in WWII. Some interesting
stories are coming in to the editor. Please keep sending your
stories about your part in WWII.

A Women Maurine WWII
My father and mother were married in 1907 and their first
home was a sod house on a family homestead in Werner,
Dunn County, North Dakota. By the time I came into the scene
my parents had replaced the original sod house with a wood
frame house. When I was a mere baby my parents moved to
Mayville, North Dakota. The next move was to Benson County
near Minnewaukan, North Dakota. By this time there were
seven of us young Oslands attending a one - room
schoolhouse. We had excellent teachers. Six of us Oslands
graduated from Minnewaukan, High School.
After graduating from high school in 1936, I worked at
various jobs that were available, Benson County Courthouse,
Benson County Farmers Press. The last job I had before
enlisting in the Marines was on the Benson County Rationing
Board. WWII had started and the government decreed that
the armed forces had first priority on critical goods, tires, sugar
and many other types of products. We were very busy as
people had to register for ration stamps. I had four assistant
clerks but still was kept busy as everyone came in to the
ration board with a story to get more ration stamps to meet
their needs, so much paper work.
With the war increasing in ferocity I wanted to be part of
the action so I made the decision to enlist in the United States
Marines Corps Women's Reserve (MCWR).
September 9, 1943 I was sworn into the United States
Marine Women's Reserve in Minneapolis, Minnesota. The
Corps sent me home for two months before my assignment
came to leave for Chicago, Illinois, where a troop train would
take me to Camp Lejeune, North Carolina for six weeks basic
training.
Camp Lejeune was a new camp, housing 80 people in a
barracks with no private rooms. Beds were double decked. I
had no problem with this as I had grown up in a family of ten
children . It was a very cold winter and the day we were
scheduled for shots, a snowstorm hit and left a foot of snow
on the ground. This had to be shoveled to clear walkways.
Those of us that shoveled snow had no problems with the
shots, however many moaned and groaned all night.
After completing basic training, my class was graduated
and we were given new assignments. My assignment was to

Lorraine Osland, Marine Corps, 1944 on leave at
Aunts home, Santa Ana, California.
attend Quartermaster School (at the same base) for three
months. This included a 6:00 a.m., one-mile march to the
school every weekday morning. It was cold! Luckily we had a
warm hearty breakfast at the cook and baker's school before
sessions began with field exercises and classes from the
Marine Corps manual. Graduation from this school brought
again new assignments to other bases. I received a Corporal
rating at this time.
Luckily I got my choice, California, and on to Camp Elliot,
in San Diego. The Navy took over this camp several months
later. I then went to Camp Pendelton, Oceanside, California
where I worked in the camp quartermaster office until my
discharge on November 1, 1945.
One summer before the war started I worked in Crystal,
North Dakota and met my future husband, Marvin G. Gislason.
We kept in touch and when Marvin returned from the service
in the Headquarters 1st Bn . 164th Infantry after Guadalcanal
and Bougainville, Solomon Islands, we were married in
Moorehead, Minnesota, December 5, 1944. After a brief
honeymoon, I returned to my duty station at Camp Pendelton,
California. Marvin was discharged September 28, 1945,
Buckley, Colorado. I was discharged November 1, 1945. Then
back to North Dakota to start a family. My son Marvin Gislason
served in the Navy during the Vietnam War.
I am grateful for an interesting, healthy and full life and
hope to have many more years for new experiences. I consider
myself lucky to have served my country during World War II
as a Woman Marine, and proudly ride in the Veteran 's Day
parade on November 11th as a member of Women Marines
Association Chapter AZ-2 of Tucson, Arizona.
Lorrain Gislason
(Editor's note: "Marv" answered Last Roll Call 10 years ago .
Lorraine has attended most of the reunions in the past years and
she is a loyal member of the 164th Infantry Association. Happy to
have a Marine onboard.)
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Please promptly send in your change of address. A post office return of 164th
Infantry News cost the Association about $9.20. This about eliminates the
$10.00 annual dues.

WELDING
Jim: In 1939, I graduated from high school in Lemmon,
SD. In the fall of that year I enrolled in Dickinson State College,
Dickinson, ND and received a teaching degree. While working
towards my teaching certificate, I met and fell in love with
Ralph Guagler, my future husband. Ralph was attending
Dickinson State, but I did not know in the beginning of the
war that Ralph had joined K Company, 164th Infantry, a ND
National Guard unit, to pick up a few dollars by attending
drill, having use of extra shoes, and slacks to wear attending
college. Ralph joining K Company was to have a long term
effect on our relationship as in a very short time, Ralph was
off to Camp Clairborne, Louisiana, supposedly for one year.
Come December 7, 1941 , Pearl Harbor and the year became
several before we were to see one another again. After
receiving my teaching certificate I taught in two rural ND
schools for $65 a month the first year and $85 a month for
the second year. There wasn't much money left for adventure.
The start of the war, December 7, 1941 brought about a
very strong feeling of patriotism. The boys went to war and
the homefolk did all they could to help. There was a spirit of
adventure in the air. Women were going to work in defense
plants, learning new skills and feeling that we were making a
contribution to the war effort. I had some girlfriends on the
west coast working in a defense plant in Hillsboro, Oregon.
My friends told me about the defense work and the high
salaries. Having very little money, my folks paid for my train
ticket to Portland, Oregon. I was traveling in coach class and
the trip took about 2 1/2 days. The train was packed with
soldiers and civilians. People were sitting on their suitcases
in the aisles. The lines into the dining car were long and the
soldiers had the first opportunity to get into the dining car for
a meal. The train trip was long and tiresome but made more
pleasant with all the Gls being so attentive. No qualifications
were necessary for a job in the shipyards. I applied for a job
and was told I would be trained as a welder. I knew nothing
about welding and as I recall, had never seen or used a
welding torch. The hiring personnel assured me that I would
be given good training which would qualify me as a acetylene
torch welder. I was sent to a two week training course, given
my equipment, hood, goggles, gloves, a fire resistant apron
as protection from sparks and torch with a long hose to hook
into the gas cylinders. Thus began my two year career as a
welder.
I was assigned to a five man crew of men (all 45 years or
more, too old for military service). I had to dress according to
the needs of the job for safety and modesty. I always wore
slacks as the job required one to crawl over the ship under
construction. I would, following the pipe fitting crew on deck
or down into the holds of the ships. I would pull the long cord
with torch attached to weld pipes, put in place by pipe fitters.
I had to weld small pipes as the large pipes were (I am
guessing) maybe 24" or 36" in diameter. I was always worried
that my welds would not hold on the bigger pipes. I also did
pipe cutting and liked this much better. I was working in the
Kayser shipyard on the graveyard shift and had to join the
union. I chose the midnight shift because the pay was higher,
$400 a month. The Keiser shipyard launched a Libery/Victory
ship everyday. The engineer preparing blueprints had
developed a procedure for pre-fabricating certain parts of the
ship so the completion process could be speeded up. Some

report claimed that the ships didn't have a very good
performance records. I never found out if this was true. I hope
my work was okay. One of the wishes I had was to christen a
ship as it slid down the way, no luck, the wives of the company
officials were selected.
The crew of "old men" I worked with were so good to me.
When I left, they gave me gifts. One gave me an afghan his
mother had made for him. The first year my friends and I
lived in Hillsboro, Oregon. We rode the a bus to work and it
took 1 1/2 hours to get to our jobs. During the day for 2 or 3
hours, twice a week, I volunteered as a plane spotter. There
were no qualifications for this job either. Being a ND farm girl,
I'd hardly even seen a plane. I'd climb up the side of this old
tower to a covered platform where there was a chair and a
telephone. When a plane flew over, I'd call "in" to tell what
direction it was going and describe the plane. There was never
an enemy plane. The volunteer sat up there alone not worried
about safety.
The house we rented in Hillsboro, Oregon, was heated by
a furnace that was fueled by sawdust. Also our landlord was
always sneaking in the house checking on us. We discovered
this when we found that he had crawled in through a basement
window leaving a trail of sawdust when he crawled out. The
second year we moved into Portland . That year I took a Red
Cross nursing course and volunteered in a hospital. My first
assignment was to give a bath to a young fellow my age. I
was so embarrassed, I know the nurses were laughing. They
said wash all but his private parts and tell him to finish his
bath. This I did and when I went back in, he said, "I didn't
know what to do." I blushed more and left. My next duty was
(Continued in the next page)

TWO HAPPY PEOPLE - Lt. Ralph Gaugler, newly commissioned
2nd Lt. , Fort Benning, Georgia, 1944 on delay enroute to assignment
to an Infantry unit, Camp Hood, Texas. Stopped in Portland, Oregon
to ask Alice Larson to marry him. Alice put down her welding torch
to accept the proposal and ring. They were married in Lemmon, SD
in 1945 and are still happy in year 2000. Ralph Gaugler served in
K Company 164th Infantry, Guadalcanal. Returned to US in 1943
as aviation cadet instead returned to Infantry OCS Fort Benning.
Ralph Gaugler was a member of the 164th group that returned to
Guadalcanal, October 1992 .
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(WELDING: continued from page 11)
to sit with a dying man and take his pulse every few
minutes. That was scary. It was funny when coming home
from work at the shipyard at 8:00 A.M., all tired and dirty, no
one would offer a seat on the bus. Coming home from the
hospital with my nurses uniform on, people made room for
me to sit down.

Ralph returned to the states and was stationed at Camp
Hood, Texas. were married in July, 1945. We married back in
my hometown in Lemmon, SD . After the ceremony, Ralph
had very little leave and had to leave for Texas. My working in
the shipyard as a welder was an interesting experience
coupled with plane spotting, Red Cross training and working
in a hospital was a great adventure with happy times and a
few uncomfortable moments. After the war, Ralph remained
in the military service. While raising our six kids, we had many
wonderful trips and experiences thanks to the National Guard
and Reserves.
Alice Larson-Gaugler
(Editor's note: Alice your service in WWII it to be commended. It is
a good example of how women pitched in and helped win the war.
THANKS. Ralph Gaugler retired as a Colonel from the ND Guard.
Ralph Gaugler was with the 164th group that returned to
Guadalcanal, October 1992.)

Long Ago 1941 LouBiana
GET PRO"lOTIO::'\S.
"Tougb Soldiers,'~:
Sin ce Company M left Camp
Cla ihornP, several promot ions
Thes·eS~ndstorme.rs]
;.1.·r-rr- announced.
.
T hey include, Second Lieuten~

WITH

ants J esse D. Preston, B a rle y E.
Horken and I<ennelh J . McDona!d, all of Grand F orks, appo inted
to first lieutenants ; Corporal
~1elvin 0. DcGroat, Grand Forks,
promo ted to sergeant; Privates
First Class Specialist!!. ~th
Class Max Straka ahd Joseph M.
Dalen, Grand Forks, promoted
corporals ; Privates Benja rn.irt Kalas of Lankin and Freeman J.
tlelt of Grand Forks appoin ted ta
privates firs t cla ss and rated spe:
ciaUsts fif th class; Privates Arl
th ur R. Spi nnet· a nd Lawrence 0.:
Olson oI Gra nd Forks promotect;

to privates first class.
T he <-ompany has s·e veral men l
attendillg trade schools. 'rhey In·
elude Priva te First Class Olive
L. Dallum at the School for Bakers and Cooks at For t Benning ;
Harold G. Verkuehlen of Niag-.
ara at the Infantry School for
Mech anics at Fort Benning and
La wrence 0. Olson at the Bakers'
school at Camp Claiborne.
Private Douglas C. Olson of
r.1,, mvood, r;1i nn., has been placed on detached service as stlm~graph PJ" with the sout hern defense com m and a t Sa n Antonio.
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THE .34TH "mv:is1oi-1:

SOMEWHji)REJ° · \N , _L OU!SIANAThe soldfet·s of Conipany M. r164th
ln!antry, had beeµ. . .reading\. their

home ·town new:5paper !rom Grand
Forks, N. D., Wh110 they weNJ rest·
Ing after a. long mtf.reh.
· '
In the pages were :pictu res ,ot
beautJtu l barrac~ and parade
grounds at Fort'. Francis Warren,
Wyo.. and some 1shots ot Battery
F, 185th . Field Al'tlllery, also !rom
Grand Forks, N . D:

Now the men ot Company M are
clrntting a le tter to be sent t o Fort
Warren . Here a.re a few o[ th e remarks:
"Listen you g uys, we can outfight you, out march you, and out
eat you any time o! ithe da.y or
nig ht. We are the ro ugh est, tough -

est bunch o! soldiers in 1ihis Army,
\\'ny don '.t yo u join th e Army ~m d

become real s oldie r s '.' ''
'I'he Jet.t e r goes on 1 and the re-

Jnal'ks

g(rt

more vociferou s :

"In the maneU\·ers thi s month,

lh~ r t' has n't been a mau in thh.
com pauy w·hO has fallen qut o!

ra nks on a march."
And the las t but not leas t :
"\Ve in Company M are so tough
i,ha.t w ~ ·wouldn't eal a n ything that
wouldn't -b he us first.>?

Claiborne Soldiers
New Orleans. Winners
CA:IIP CLA!BORNE--sgt. Lawrence R. Deede, · Service . company,
and · Corp. Willar4 Benson, Com~
pany L, Mayville, !'I. D., bo th or
the 164.th Intantry recently made
a trip to New Orleaua, La.
Sitti.ng Ju {I. downtown hotel. ea.
joying a !ew minutes relaxation,
the men we re asked to take p art
in a dancing contest.
Two young lad les, Miss Shirley

Eats Too Much, Ge~
Released by Enemy
With the 34th Division somewhere in Louislana--Sgt. Robert
Bjerk Company M, 164th Infantry,
was too fat to run away from the
enemy and was captured.
But he wasn't held long.
The enemy let him go, because
he ate too much.

'

)hlrphy and Elaine Murphy or New
ottere~ to he parlnel'.§ for
1.be Camp Claiborne sOld iers.

i Orleans,
:

Sergeant. Deede won Cirst prize.
Corpora} Benson won second pr l.ze.
The sisters now are frequent vis~
Uors to Ca"!p c1:tbor~e.

TROUBLE IN SOUTH
PACIFIC
Fiji Islands Martial has ben imposed by Fiji's army
commander. President Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara had
quit running the country May 19.
Coup leader George Speight is a member of
ethnic Fijian Majority. He wants Chourdry, Fiji's first
prime minister from the Indian minority, removed from
power and Indians barred from leading the country.
Speight's rebels are threatening to kill Mara's
daughter, Adi Kaila Mara, who is a legislator and one
of the hostages held by the rebels .
Fijians of Indian ancestry are 44% of the 813,000
population of the Islands and control much of the
commerce in the Pacific island country 2, 250 miles
northeast of Sidney, Australia. Honiara, Solomon
Island.

SOLOMON ISLANDS

Armed rebels kidnap
prime minister
The prime minister of the Solomon Islands ha<; been taken hostage and armed rebels have put up
road blocks in the capital, Hooiarila
New Zealand's Ministry ofForeign
Affairs and Trade said Monday.
Ministry spokesman Brad Pattersfield said insurgents from the
Malaita Eagle Force militia were
holding Prime Minister Bartholemew Ulufa'alua hostage.
The militia and the Isatabu
Freedom Movement have been
fighting for 18 months on the Solomons' main island, Guadalcan:ir
The rrii1i'f1a 1s resIStmg the Isatabu
force, which is trying to force
thousands of migrants from the
nearby island of Malaita off
Guadalcanal.

'' 1) i.sea5e c...an never be c...onq_uered) c...an
never be q_ue\\ed by emo-\ion5) wai\.f'u\
5c...ream in~ or .f'a i-\h '5 c...ymba \ \ ic... prayer.
c...an on\y be c...onq_uered by -\he ener~y
o.f' human i-\y and -\he c...\Jnn in~ in -\he
mind of' man .''

Sean O'Casey
(1884-1964), Irish dramatist

:itrrtt(>
To The Editor :

Sir:
After 7 months of travel and being with a family, I'm home
again and have settled in an apartment in North Fargo. Please
change my address to:
Edith Tuff
315 30th Ave N #9
Fargo, ND 58102-1538

May 8, 2000
Sir,
I received the 164th news and thanks for letting me know
that you received the package of papers, pictures and diary.
I still feel goose bumps when the word Guadalcanal comes
up. Yes! As we all know, the 164th was the first Army Infantry
to start an offensive in either the Pacific or Atlantic theatres.
How I wish I were well enough to come by for your next
reunion. But the health condition I have makes me stay close
to home. I read all the letters and everything else in the 164th
news. Which comes to the little item about the gardens on
Bougainville and I took pictures of that, too. I have no idea
what was growing (no color then). Please keep the magazine
going, I am not much of an editor. I wrote 4 different letters to
Company H guys but only received one and this was from
California. I got the addresses from the first magazine you
sent me, thanks again. Enclosed is $50.00 and I will help
again soon.
Bill Mack
2901 El Camino Ave.
Sacramento, CA 95821
P.S. My birthday is Thursday. 82 Oh Lord.

•••••••• •••• • •• ••••••••• •• • • • • • ••
Dear Sirs,
I don't remember if I have paid my 2000 dues or not. That old
age does something. But here is $30.00. Ten for dues and
$20.00 for newsletter.
Charles Adamsen
133 Adamsen Drive
Grafton, ND 58237

•••••• • • • •• • • • • • •• •• • ••••••• •••••
Dear Ben,
On Nov. 11, 1999 I sent a check tor $60.00 after the request
letter. I have received the cancelled check drawn on the
Norwest Bank of ND #407-046. My name did not appear on
the donors list. My buddies will think I have gone over to the
Japs. I still love the old 164th. Please rectify this matter.
P.F.C. Bob Shea Ret.
Dog Company 164th Inf.
555 4th St. Lot 52
Vero Beach, FL 32962-2917
Fiji-Bougainville-Leyte-Cebu-Negros
(Editor's note: The record has been set straight. Sec/Treas Kemp
has been hit with a wet noodle . Thanks for your help .)

The newsletter of the 164th Infantry is important to me and to
my family. Thank you for keeping good memories of John
alive through this media.
Sincerely
Edith Tuff

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
April 5, 2000
Dear Jim:
Enclosed is my check for $100.00 to help with the Newsletter
and other expenses. I'm sorry to be so late with this but your
letter came at a very awkward time . So if th is arrives too late
to help with the planning consider it an appreciation of the
excellent job you have been doing with the Newsletter.
Imagine something about Bougainville! It is only natural that
Guadalcanal should receive the lion's share of attention. It
was a much more important campaign and a much rougher
one - the big story! But a great many of us never even saw
Guadalcanal so it is good to see some awareness that there
were other places. I'm afraid my reunion days are over. I have
become so unsteady that I tall down without warning or
provocation. banana peels or icy sidewalks are not necessary.
So traveling is out of the question. But I always enjoyed the
ones I did attend. A wonderful opportunity to renew old
friendships and become better acquainted with people we
hadn't known well while in the service - to meet their wives
and find out how civilian life had treated them. H Company
was such a great company. But perhaps every soldier feels
that way about the company in which he served . Everything
comes to an end eventually. But until then keep up the good
work.
Sincerely
John R. Holt
48 Pierrepont St.
Brooklyn, NY 11201
Note: There are , or were, two John Holts in the 164th. ( I
hope the other one, Joh n Gordon Holt, is still alive and well.)
The middle initial helps to identify us.
(Editor's note : Thanks John R. for $100 for 164th news. John
G. is okay, living in Fargo. John G. in Fiji volunteered for one
hazardous mission. Walked 500 miles into Burma as an
infantryman in Merrill's Marauders.)
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11 May 2000

Dear Ben,

Sir:

Am enclosing check for $100.00. $50.00 for a life membership
and $50.00 for a donation to the Infantry News. Stanley
Oshaben was my Sgt. I always read cover to cover - looking
for names from C Co. Found two in the April issue, Ervin
Remmess and Oshaben both of the 4th platoon. I will not
make the Reunion. Hope everyone has a good time.

I was given your name and address by James Curran who is
a member of the 164th Infantry Association. I was a former
soldier assigned to Co. A 164th Inf. Regt. during WWII. I joined
the unit at the Fiji Islands either Sept. or Oct. 1943 and
remained assigned to the unit until it returned home in ND for
deactivation. At this time I am a Life Time Member of the
AMERICAL DIVISION VETERANS ASSOCIATION and I am
very interested in being a member of the 164th Inf. Regt.
Assoc. It would please me very much if you could put me in
contact with Commander or the Adjuant. The following is my
name and forwarding address .
Joseph A. Castagneto
525 Howard Circle
Lincoln, AL 35096

Sincerely
S Sgt. Bruce L. Moore
4141 Deep Creek Rd.
Fremont, CA 94555

• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Jim,
Keep up the good work. We thank you.
Vince Powers

Serial No. at the time was 31306446
I can be contacted by telephone or E-mail if they have any
questions. Telephone : 205-763-2014. E-mail: jcas@pell.net
Thank you very much and hope to meet and talk to you in the
future.
An Old Soldier

Hamilton , MT 59840-9010
P.S. This check will put me up to $60.00 for the news letter.

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

SG Joseph A. Castagneto

Mr. Kemp,

USA Ret.

The 164th Infantry News arrived today and I wish to inform
you that Clifford C. Martin is deceased -obituary enclosed-.
Also enclosed is a check for $10.00 for a years subscription
to the "News". If there are other fee's please inform .

(Editor's note: became a Life Member. Nice to have you back in the
ranks.)

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Hi Jim ,
Sorry I'm late in sending in a donation for the paper. Jim
keep up the good work. Hope to see you soon. I will send
$20. I hope it is enough for a year or so.
Your Friend ,
Fran Sommers
221 Maryland Ave W
St.Paul,MN 55117

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
June 6, 2000
Dear Jim ,
Please find enclosed a check for $20.00 for the Newsletter. I
would like to continue to get it even though my husband
passed away. He really enjoyed it and read and re-read it. I
haven't notified anyone in ND of his death so maybe you can
put it in the newsletter. His name is Robert K. Radune,
America! 164th Reg. Co. He passed away February 18, 2000.
Sincerly,
Lorraine Radune

Thanks,
Doris M. Martin
415 Martin St. Apt A
Bismarck, ND 58501-37 43

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Re : the two old buddies on the back cover of the April 2000
issue of the 164th Infantry news. Unless each of these men
has a twin, it is a picture of Joe Palesebook of Max, ND, and
Henry A. Violett of Leeds, ND , and they are members of
Company D, not Company F. They did look very interested
in whatever they were viewing, and both Hank and I enjoyed
the reunion.
Sincerely,
Borgney (Mrs. Henry) Violett
P.O. Box 334
Leeds, North Dakota 58346

• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
I am enclosing a contribution for the 164th News. Keep it
going , we enjoy it very much.

308 Oak St.

Avery Leger

McArthur, OK 45651

607 Clegg St.

Use the other $10.00 wherever you want.
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816 Nez Perce Dr.

Rayne, LA 70578-6029

Enclosed is my check for $20. It's a great news letter. We
must keep it going to keep the 164th Infantry together.
Best Wishes,
Charles G. Ross
Co. 164th Inf.
Nov. 43 to Japan 1945
(Ed. Note. Charlie, you are owed an apology. Your name
should have been on first list. Apparently banks in ND were
confused and were not aware of the 164th Association .
Thanks.)

•••• • ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
June 6, 2000
Dear Ben,
Thank you for your interest in Jake. Enclosed is his school
picture with some additional information on the back of the
picture. Jake turns 9 years old on June 17 and will be in the
4th grade at Dakota Prairie Elementary in McVille, ND.
Thanks again
Olen Ophaug

Jake Ophaug McVille, ND 8 years
old and is the newest Associate
Member of the Association in
honor of
his deceased
grandfather, Ted Ophaug. Ted
Ophaug served in the Anti-Tank
Company, WWII.

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
May 16, 2000
Dear Jim:
Special price on valor:
What makes the Japanese Americans special?
Who in hell are they to put a price on valor and what about
the other nationalities that received the Distinguished Service
Cross.
These Japanese Americans had excellent public relations
that the O.S.S. saw to during WWII. After WWII , were they
grateful that our leaders who had saved their family members
from harm by detaining them at a time in our history when
their loyalty was doubted? After much soul-searching, the
next generation of Americans were asked to pay cash to these
detainees. Now these Japanese Americans have put a price
on valor. To say they were under-valued insults the other
combat divisions in the military that researched the
Distinguished Service Cross recipients and other combat
valor medals awarded.

In my opinion, these Japanese Americans will always be just
that, Japanese Americans and should not be lumped in with
all of the other Asian Americans such as Filipinos and the
Coast Watchers of the South Pacific. These Japanese
Americans have no shame or they would have refused such
an assinine request at the offset.
Hundreds of thousands women and men lay under white
crosses, unmarked graves and in battlefields of WWII and
from other wars that received only the Purple Heart
posthumously and other medals for valor. Who will upgrade
their valor awards.
In the combat infantry I fought in, we fought as Americans,
not for medals, and not because our mothers could not wave
goodbye to us, as the newspaper milked for sympathetic
consideration.
Army Secretary Louis Caldera seems to have forgotten all
the men and women that served as draftees and volunteers
that had no say, one way or the other. The 100th Infantry and
442nd Battalion was not the only racially segregated combat
unit or combat unit in WWII. Most of the millions of service
personnel of WWII were Americans that put everything into
God , Honor, and Country and most abided by the laws
governing at the time. So where was there anything special
for the Army to waive the three year time limit for consideration
for medals and reassess?
It is completely wrong to single out any combat unit for fighting
in "bloodiest battles." Any combat action is so designated, if
they are successful , whether in the European or Pacific
campaigns. It is wrong to upgrade an award for valor that
had been awarded after all combat action reports as the
distinguished service cross had been carefully reviewed. What
could possibly have been missed the first time these medals
recipients were written up for and awarded the Distinguished
Service Cross. These medal recipients of the 442nd were
written up by their own officers and non-coms .
I have always respected our servicemen and women that earn
medals for valor, as I shall continue to respect the Japanese
Americans of the 442nd and all of the other Americans and
Asian Americans.
Now I wonder will these Japanese Americans feel no shame
when the newly upgraded Medal of Honor is placed around
their necks? No, I doubt they will. I will feel shame for all
those that have been awarded this great Medal for Valor and
those that lay dead under the white crosses and unmarked
graves that had no political clout or reassessment of their
service.
442nd Japanese Americans, you were like the rest of us
Americans who did the best they could just as you did your
best. We were proud of you then and I am still proud of you
(See the next page f or continueation
and also a newspaper article.)
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now. Japanese Americans, not Asian Americans, you wi ll
always be what you are, Japanese Americans, holders of
earned Distinguished Service Crosses that were upgraded
by brain -dead military leaders and politicians and a
Commander-in-Chief that thought he, too, was special and
did not serve his country in time of war. How sad, how sad.
Sincerely,
Don E. Hoppe
U.S. Army Combat Infantry
Veteran
WWII 1941 to 1945 -E Company, 164th Infantry
1948 to 1952
6139 Melita Road
Santa Rosa, CA 95409
Phone (707)538-2092
(Editor's note: After this late date, and no US major wars, it appears
that there is a great amount of politiacal pressure from the US
Congress to update awarded medals fo r valor. Any study ofthe battle
records of the 164th Infantry reveals data that many men of the
164th men should have received awards for heroic actions and those
that received medals should have been in a higher category.
Probably the reason for fewer and lower decorations awarded could
be traced to inexperience, failure to recognize and properly
recommend individuals for their actions. Another fa ctor was
jealousy. The people with skills were back in New Caledonia with
the personnel section when they should have been on the scene
from the initial landing, October 13, 1942.)

Medal of

·some oC the bloodiest batue{o! tne

:European 'campaign. Fourteen' of
tile medals will be awarde d posthumously.
·
·
' ·
'
.
Some Asian-American veterans
have long asserted that their service was undervalued because of
wartime prejudice. In 1996, Con.gress approved an amendment by
Sen. Daniel Akaka, D-Hawail, that
.ordered the Army to waive a customary three-year "time limit oil
consideration for medals and reassess whether these veterans deserved the Medal of Honor, wllich
dates to the Civil War.
Army Secretary Louis Caldera
noted that many of the soldiers volunteered to fight at a time when
· the government had sent them and
·By PAUL RICHTER
their _families into internment .
Los Angeles Times
camps ,In the W~t te> l!f~V~llt them
: WASHINGTON ~ - Twenty-one from aiding the Japanese enemy.
'Aslan-Amerlcans1''Wh'O'l fought in When they boarded ships to fight in
World .War II for a ·country that Europe, their parents could not
;doubted their loyalty will be award- wave goodbye to them· because
~ed the Medal of Honor, the nation's they were in detention tar away;
highest. award for valor, by Presi"It was the epitome of citizenship

Honor for
21 WWII
:veterans
".t\.sian-Americans

get top award

dent Clmton next month.
. The yeterans; each of whom pre'V!ously received the second-highest
'citation,· the Distinguished Service
Cross, were chosen for the higher
'award after a special !our-year review of their combat service by an
Army panel.
Nineteen or t~e 21 were Japanese-Amerlcan 'm embers of the
Army's most highly decorated unit,
. the racially segregated I 00th Infantry Battallon/442nd Regimental
Combat Team, which fought in

that these young men, whose patrio· tism was being questioned, did not
reel sorry tor themselves. but
stepped forward," Caldera said in
an Interview. "It's wonderful that
' our country · is recognizing these
contributions at a time when many
or these veterans and their family
members are still alive." ~ ·
One of the recipients . is Sen.
Daniel K. Inouye, D-Hawai!, who as ,
a 2nd lieutenant led a platoon In It.aly, and lost an arm in combat.

COMBAT TROOPS FIRST LANDED ON GUADALCANAL
Dear Right to Know: I agree wholeheartedly with R.W.
West Harwich (Oct. 31 column). The news media chooses to
barely mention important dates such as Pearl Harbor, D-Day,
Guadalcanal, the surrender of Japan, and ignores other dates
pertaining to World War II.
However, I do have to disagree with my soldier-in-arms
from West Harwich when he says that the invasion of North
Africa on Nov. 8, 1942, was the first landing , in combat, of
American troops on foreign soil. The US Marines landed on
Guadalcanal Aug. 7, 1942. The first US Army unit to take
offensive action against the enemy was the 164th Infantry
Regiment. They landed on Guadalcanal Oct. 13, 1942.
The landing in North Africa just barely beat Massachusetts
own 182nd Infantry Regiment, the oldest regiment in the US
Army, which landed on Guadalcanal Nov. 12, 1942. The 164th
was a North Dakota National Guard REgiment. These two
regiments were part of the America! Division.
J.C.B., East Harwich
Dear J.C.B.: You do a service to the men who fought in
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Guadalcanal, the first invasion on foreign soil in World War II
and one of the most vicious battles of the war. Thank you for
writing. We have forwarded you r letter to R.W., West Harwich.
(Editor's note: Information source, Bill McLaughlin's Cannoneer's
Press.)

Dying is personal ... and it is profound. For
many the thought of an ignoble end, steeped
in decay, is abhorrent. quiet proud death,
bodily integrity intact is a matter of extreme
consequence.
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William Brennan
Supreme Court Justice

Victor Gardens, Bougainville. Needs hoeing. Can't recall
vegetable growing

Victor Gardens, Bougainville. Photo from Warren Brodie.
Better hoeing

GUADALCANAL
Photo credit Warren Brodie.

Bougainville 1944. (L-R) Warren Brodie, Charles Strong with
the lemonade?? ?, Howard Lauteron.

JESUISPRET
164TH INFANTRY
ASSOCIATION 55TH ANNUAL
REUNION
Date: September 22, 23 & 24, 2000 Where:
Fargo, ND Hotel: Holiday Inn - (701) 282-2700,
3803 13th Avenue South President Tollefsrud and
the reunion committee are finishing plans for the
reunion in the last week in September, 2000. The
letters with raffle tickets, program schedules, and
information on registration fees have been mailed
to you. Remember the raffle tickets are a very
important feature of the annual reunion. Please
forward your registration ASAP as this will help in
planning for meals and entertainment.

Honiara capitol city on Guadalcanal was seized by a third
militant force thus bringing increased turmoil to a very tense
situation. Solomon Island police reported 45 armed men
raided the Gizo police station and telecommunications
facilities. Some of the militants were from Bougainville. About
480 foreigners have left Guadalcanal on Saturday, June 11
on an Austrailian warship taking them to Cairns, Australia.
Prime minister Bartholomew Ulufa'alu, who was siezed at gun
point by rebels last Monday now faces a vote of no confidence
in the parliament.
(Information source, Star Tribune 6/11/2000)
(Editor's note: Not to long ago the losing warriors generally wound
up on the barbecue. The Islanders learned good lessons from WWII
and probably no longer use spears or clubs.)

CORALSEA
May 4, 1942, the Battle of Coral Sea, the first naval clash
fought entirely with carrier aircraft began during WWII. The
164th Infantry and the rest of the America! Division were on
the island of New Caledonia awaiting the outcome. Many radio
operators could hear the fighter pilots in action. Debris from
the Coral Sea battle floated into the shorelines of New
Caledonia. Thanks to the US Navy, the Japanese plans to
invade New Caledonia were ended.
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REPORT TO MEMBERS
New Lite Mem hers
Joseph A. Castagneto .. .... .... .. 22 May 2000 .. .. ... .... ............ .. .. .. . Lincoln , AL
Bruce L. Moore .......... ....... .. .. . 4 Jun 2000 ....... ... .. .. ... ... .. ..... . Fremount, CA

New Members
Roy H. Maner ........ ... .......... .. . 11 Apr 2000 ... ........ ... .... .... .. .. . Fargo, ND
*
*

Olen J . Ophaug .... .... .. .. .. ... .. .. 9 May 2000 ..... ... ............... . Mc Ville, ND
Jake T. Ophaug ..................... 9 May 2000 ... .... .. .. .. ..... ...... Mc Ville, ND
8 year old grandson of Theodore Ophaug

Welcome to the both of you and the $10 .00 contribution to the
newsletter. (Olen J. Ophaug makes the dues payment for himself
and Jake (his 8 year old grandson) requested that only one copy of
the 164th news be mailed to his home. This certainly is fine way to
honor your father and Jake's grandfather.)
*

Allen W. Schuldt ....... ... ... ....... 9 May 2000 ............ ..... ... Valley City, ND

*

Associate Member

The foUowing individuah, have made
con1t:ri1bu1tion§ 1to 1the 1641th Newde1t1te:r.
$100.00 .. .. .... .... .. ... CHARLES BORG IA .... ....... .. ..... STATEN ISLAN D, NY
$60.00 ... .. .. ....... ..... ROBERT SHEA* ... .. .. .. .... .. .... .. .. .. .. .. VERO BEACH FL
$60.00 ... .. .. ......... ... JOSEPH L. GLEASON SR ................... .. LI NCOLN, IL
$50 .00 ... .. .............. WM MACK ............................... ... SACRAM ENTO , CA
$50 .00 .... .. .. ... ..... .. . BRUC E L. MOORE ..... ... .. .. .............. FREMOUNT, CA
$40.00 .......... ... .... .. DENNIS R. FERK .. ...... ..................... .. SANTA FE, NM
$40. 00 .... .. ... .......... V. R. POWERS .... ... .. ... ... ......... ... .. .. .. .. HAM ILTON, MT
$40.00 .............. .. .. . CHARLE S G. ROSS ... .. .. .. ...... .. ......... CONYERS, GA
$30.00 ............. ... ... CHARLE S ADAMSEN ... .. .. .... ... .... .... .. GRAFTON, ND
$20.00 .. ... .. ....... ... .. JOS EPH L. JUEN .... .. .. ...... .......... MAPLEWOOD, MN
$20. 00 ............. .. .. .. JAM ES R. HAUSSN ER ... .. ...... .. .. . MC GR EGOR, MN
$20.00 .. .. .. ... .. .. .... .. MAN UEL B. DUKART ........ ... .................... TF.RRY,MT

This is to inform you of some problems facing your
Association. There are escalating costs in carrying out the
routine business operations of the 164th Association. Some
of the increasing costs are postage, stationary, and general
office costs for providing services to the membership.
The $10.00 annual dues does not cover the newsletter
and the general administrative office expense. Individuals that
are Life Members over 5 years are now on a free ride.
The dues structure for the Association has ranged from
$1, $2, $5 to the present $10. The restructuring of the annual
dues should be addressed at the annual meeting in Fargo.
Last roll call statistics makes it clear that the membership is
declining and add to that 30 members have or will be dropped
for delinquent dues.
Your response to the need for financial support for the
164th News was outstanding, over $15,000 has been
received.
52% of the membership have made substantial
contributions and members are still forwarding
contributions.
The cost per copy of the newsletter is $3.97, this includes
mailing cost. We have cut down the number of pages and
number of colored pictures. Negotiations with the printer has
resulted in a reduction in printing costs, but the overall average
cost per copy is about $4.00. The US Post Office is planning
a postage increase this year and again in 2001. Printing cost
will increase as paper costs move up.
At the present time there are only 400 dues paying
members, the balance of the 623 memberships are Life
Members. Thus means Life Members over 5 years maturity
pay no dues.
One other subject is please keep your mailing address
current. The Post Office does not return the newsletter if you
have moved, it is destroyed ($3.97) and we are notified of
your new address at a cost of 50 cents. A second newsletter
($3.97) is mailed to you at your new address at a additional
postage cost of 77 cents. Total cost to your Association is
$9.21.
PLEASE KEEP YOUR MAILING ADDRESS CURRENT
WITH THE OFFICE. THANKS FOR YOUR COOPERATION.
JE SUIS PRET
Alvin Tollefsrud
Ben Kemp
President,
Secretary/Treasurer,
164th Infantry Association
164th Infantry Association

$20.00 ............... .... AVERY LEGER .... ... .. .. .. .. ... ..... .... .. .. .. ... .... . RAYN E, LA
$20.00 .... .......... .. ... EARL D. HOLLY ..... .... .. ..... ... .. .. .. ........ BISMARCK.ND
$20.00 ... .. .. ..... ... .. .. LTC( Ret) ALFORD C. SH ELLU M .. .... .. ... .... MESA, AZ
$20.00 ... .... ... ......... KENN ETH B. SHAVER ................ EAST BETHEL, MN
$20.00 .. .... .. ........ .. . LLEWELLYN STANNAR D ............. GALLATIOON, TN
IN MEMORY OF BRIG GEN. JOHN STANNARD Co. E

$20. 00 .... .. .... ... ... .. . ALVS M, LARSON .......... .......................... NAM PA, ID
IN MEMORY OF ART {BIG TOE) LARSON Hqs. Co.

$20.00 ... .. ..... ... ...... FRANCIS SOMM ERS ..... .......... .. .. .. .. ... ST. PAUL, MN
$15.00 ... .. ..... .. ... .... VERN ET R. AND ERSON ... .. ..... ... . LAKESHORE , MN
$1 0.00 ... .... ... .. ....... OLEN J. OPHAUG .. .... .. .. ... ... ........ ... ... MC VI LLE, ND
* Missed in last newsletter
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164TH ANTI ..TANK AND
TANK COMPANY
July 14, 15 & 16, 2000, Shooters Bar & Grill, formerly
known as Harvey Vets Club, Harvey, ND. Contact
Robert Keller, 701-324-2123 (home); 701-324-2275
(business).
TOP YOUR TANK WITH THE TANKERS.

K COMPANY SCHOLARSHIPS
Paul Ebeltoft, Sr. forwarded letters of thanks from two
recepients of scholarships from the K Company Scholarship
Fund at the North Dakota State University. According to the
records, nine have been awarded to students from the K
Company 164th Infantry Scholarship Fund. Ebeltoft stated
that contributions to the K Company Scholarship Fund are
welcome and are completely deductible on ones taxes. So, if
anyone needs a small deduction or a large deduction for tax
purposes, give consideration to the K Company fund .
Dickinson State University gives very good publicity to the
164th Infantry at their annual awards banquet.

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Dear Jim,
Your accolades are numerous regarding the 164th News. You
deserve all of it. Such a good change in a relatively short
time. Enclosed find two letters from the last 2 scholarships to
date we have awarded nine. Our "hoard" is getting low. Maybe
there are a couple of guys that need a little deduction. Better
yet someone that needs a large deduction. They give the
164th and Company K plenty of publicity and hold a banquet
at the award time. DSU sponsors the banquet.
Best Regards
Paul F. Ebeltoft, Sr.

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Dear Mr. Ebeltoft,
On behalf of my family and myself, I would like to thank you
and the rest of Company K-164th Infantry for the scholarship
I recently received. I am currently in the National Guard and
my primary MOS is 11-8. I did my infantry training in Ft.
Benning, GA, the home of teh infantry, and am stationed in
Culbertson, MT for the rest of my enlistment. I am originally
from Wolf Point, MT and am currently working on a biology
degree and trying to get accepted into dental school at the
University of Minnesota. I chose Dickinson State University
because of its integral academic curriculum and the chance
to further my education and still be close to my family. Once
again, I would like to express my sincere gratitude for the
scholarship and the opportunity to represent Company K
164th Infantry as I continue my education. Thanks to the help
of donors like you, college students like me are able to
continue to receive the quality of education that Dickinson
State University offers.
Sincerly
Brent L. Vinger
1589 10th Ave. W #4

Dear Mr. Paul F. Ebeltoft, Sr.
Thank you for your generous scholarship donation that you
gave to DSU. My name is Cody Beck and I received the
scholarship at a recent banquet and am very thankful for your
support of this scholarship. Note I am from Elgin, ND and in
the ND National Guard in Mott, ND. I am currently a freshman
here at DSU and am majoring in Math and Secondary
Education with a coaching minor. I am attending DSU because
it is a good inexpensive school that is close to home, and I
have an older sister who graduated from here in 1997. I have
been active in intramural sports all year and recently was
inducted into the Phi Eta Sigma National Honor Society. Next
year I plan to try to join more clubs and organizations now
that I have gotten used to the college environment, and I have
already been hired as an RA for next year. Thanks again for
the generous donation. Thanks to "K" Company and the 164th
Infantry
Sincerely
Cody Beck

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

CAN YOU HELP?
COMPANY I
1641 H INFANTRY REGIMENT
I would like to contact former soldiers of the
164th Infantry that knew my father, S/Sgt. Isais
V. Vasquez -- also known as "Shadow". He was
also known to provide hair cuts to his fellow
soldiers. He was a veteran of Guadalcanal. I
would appreciate hearing from anyone who can
provide insight to the experience/missions of I
Company, 164th Infantry. Contact:
1/Sgt. Dora Vasquez-Hellner
112 Peach Street
Red Springs, NC 28377
abndora@aol.com

COMPANYE
164TH INFANTRY REGIMENT
Looking for anyone that knew my father, Pfc.
Dominick Amoroso, E Company, 164th Infantry.
He served in the following campaigns:
Bougainville, Philippines and Japan. Contact:
Dominick Amoroso, Jr.
7 Hawk Court
Howell, NJ 07731
snake18757@aol.com

Dickinson, ND 58601

19

LETTERS FROM THE OLD GUARD
WHY WAS THE BOMB DROPPED?
Below is
had to
deadly,
islands
spears.

a picture of what the Americal would have
face, among many other
things more
once they were ashore on any of the
that make up Japan--women with bamboo

almost no English and we knew no Japanese. A
Japanese/English dictionary appeared and we
at tempted to converse one word at a time. Tt was
next to useless; we were reduced to smi l ing,
bowing with a lot of head nodding. The policeman's
wife was kind enough to bring us green tea and I
developed a taste for it which remains with me to
this day. My companion was less enthused about tea
and would dump his cup into a potted plant when
the wife le ft. I wonder to this day if the plant
survived or thrived on it's daily tea bath.
In time we became concerned because no one passed
our door. We assumed that the normal commerce of
the village would require the people to move up
and down the only street in town. Then the police
chief who had been spending a lot of time at
night ' moving about the town, started looking up
the word in the dictionary like "upset,"
"uncertain," and "fearful." We started feeling
insecure.

As the troops moved inland every house and barn
would be become a mini-fortress. Woman and
children would be using every type weapon
available--sticks, stones, spears, farm tools--as
long as they killed an American they could die for
the Emperor.
In China the Japs used live prisoners tied to a
post, for bayonet practice. This was done so that
the soldier could get the fee l of live flesh and
could be taught to withdraw the bayonet rapidly so
as to be ready for the second man.
That is why the bomb was dropped--to save the
lives of thousands upon thousands of American and
Allied soldiers.
Elliot Carey
182 Infantry D Co.

*****************************************
A COMMON LANGUAGE
M Company,

132nd Infantry reached Yokohama on
September 8th aboard the USNT Goodhue, (APA 170).
Our first stop was a barracks said to have been
previously occupied by Japanese Marines.
It was
bug-infested and most of us moved outside after
the first night.
Later we stood guard at an
ammunition dump and went on pass i nto Odawara.

In time an order came down to move off to the
west, into the mountains, within about 12 miles of
Mt. Fuji. We were told we would be spread out in
towns and villages to guard the civil records
until the civilian authorities could be
reorganized under occupation control.
Another soldier and I were dropped off in a tiny
village built along one side of a mountain road.
There was no room for houses on the other side of
the road; the land gave way and fell some 2-3000
feet. A translator had a few brief words with the
village police chief. We were told we would take
up residence in the one-room police station,
located roughly in the center of the village. The
police chief, his wife, a young son and an even
younger daughter lived behind the station ~n
several rooms. There was a doorway to their
quarters, covered with a curtain.
We tried to

talk with the

family but they knew

In the morning, the son appeared from behind the
family curtain carrying a baseball. a softball
actually. I swung my arms up as though I was
swinging a bat and he went behind the c ur tain
again to bring out a small wooden bat. I knew then
that we had found a common language. I took him by
the hand with bat and ball and we went out ii:ito
the street. My companion remained behind guarding
the mysterious records whose location had never
been revealed!
I was the designated pitcher and fielder, the box
the batter. We started a "make your own rules
multicultural baseball game. I saw him smile for
the first time (when he hit the ball over my head
and made me run down the street) . Soon, a door
opened nearby and another young boy appeared. H.e
moved, head bowed, not looking at me, to w1 thin
talking distance of the batter. The batter t urned
to me hands out and palms up as if to say "Can he
play?" I pointed to the field behind me and our
team now had three players. Before the day ended,
we had gathered seven or eight players and
continued the game every day thereafter, weather
permitting. We occasionally lost a ball over the
edge and down the mountain side, but another would
appear from one or another of the nearby houses.
We suffered little difficulty with the language
difference. Small boys are evidently born with ~he
inherent ability to scratch out a base mark with
the side of the sole of a shoe and seem to know
instinctively that three strikes are out and three
outs retire the side!
After the games started, the town came a~ive and
people started to travel back and forth in front
of the police station. True, they took the far
side of the road! Several stopped to attempt to
talk to us. The most successful of these was a man
who said he had worked in Chicago, before the war,
at the Chez Paree night club. Since I was from
Chicago, I took a special interest in that
discussion.
In time, the truck which brought us returned. With
a minimum of time, we were loaded and hustled
away. We were told the America! had been recalled
to the States and that was the reason for the
sudden withdrawal.
I don't remember the name of the town or the names
of the individuals including my partner. Our minds
were centered on going home. It was a pleasant way
to end active duty.
W.H. Borling
M/132 Infantry

******************************************

- Taken From The America! Newsletter January - March Issue
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(Front row L-R)Communications Section Headquarters,
2nd BN, Bougainville - 1944. (L-R Back row) Ray Sinkbeil,
Zeeland, ND; Gilbert Olerud, Fargo, ND (Deceased); Veral
Shields, Indiana; ?, he was from Massachusetts can't recall
his name; Harold Mahler, Ohio; Harold Zumpf, Fargo, ND commissioned on New Caledonia, 1st Lt. (Deceased); Robert
Beem, California. (L-R Front row)?, no idea must have been
a new replacement ; ?, was in message center from California.
Can't recall his name; Milton Stahlecker, Oakes, ND
(Deceased); Joe Witkowski, Chicago, Illinois; Jim Christy,
Florida
Best I can do. It has been a few years, Ray Sinkbeil

The Next Two Article§ A:ire Taken F:irom The Cannonee:ir§ Po§t
Editor: Bill Mclaughlin
Pembina, North Dakota
Bill:
Thanks for the Nov/Dec POSTS. I saw the brief on Col.
Jim Taylor who ran the 245th on Bougainville and the
Philippines. We had the best artillery support ever (Chuck
was in the 164th Infantry) after he became C.O. he was the
only Bn C.O. who hand delivered mail to his forward
observers in combat situations. In Leyte, above Abijao, we
managed to take a hill overlooking the entire valley the Japs
were defending. We plastered the hill with mortar fire, then
went up in the dark. As Paul Clemens (one of my officers)
guessed they had backed off the hill , and in the a. m. when
they came back up to their old positions they ran into trouble.
Japs were everywhere, in plain sight and the 245 observer
with me had a field day. The Japs attempted to take the hill
back several nights, it was a necessity. We lost heavily, but
kept the hill.
I began to do some writing on our original trip from New
Cal to Gudal and how it came about. Five of us officers were
at a French farmhouse, having supper when we were notified
to load up. We returned to our bivouac to find our Bn C.O.
and his Exec had both reported to the hospital. Doc Schatz
later told me that 11 officers of the 164th suddenly developed
deadly aches and pains, and failed to make the trip to Guadal.
The 164th was the political plum of North Dakota at the
time and those upstairs were mostly appointees with little or
no military experience. In fact our CO was immediately
replaced by a WPPA upon our arrival in New Cal. This WPPA
Col., supposedly a hero later on Guadal was a nut who sat in
the doorway of his tent aiming at a Jap skull he had someone
pick up. Aiming his pistol he kept saying, "Bang, I got you!
Bang, I got you!" he was evacuated and later became a 2
star in the ETO. So much for that....all true!
When in New Cal we found our Bn CO had skipped out, in
the rear of his tent were scads of mortar shells, MG ammo,
gasoline, etc that we were supposed to have expended for
training. Only one or two of our 2nd Bn line companies had
ever fired their 60 mortas. They swiped the ammo from
stockpiles. As I was in H Co. at the time we were issued Aussie
81 mm ammo with no firing charts .. .we just boosted them in

the air. The US ammo we were to have for training was
hoarded by that Scot SOB for training shows for the Division
CO. Shows that never took place.
My CO, Co H, was John Gossett, a wonderful CO, tough
but caring. We went through that ammo concealed behind
the tent. Needless to say, I doubt it was ever picked up by US
Forces .
The French, at least, could use the many, many drums of
gas he'd hoarded .
This may all sound as fantasy, but it's all true. Politics
should never enter the Nat'I Guard, but when I came back to
the States from Japan, a new 164th had already been formed,
and I was out. Several of those so called gentlemen we had
boosted out, or had run out on us were back in control. I
stayed in the reserve and managed to get to several fine
schools incl CGSL (Command/General Staff) in Leavenworth,
but never back to the 164th. Chuck Walker.

Since printing two letters (Oct. 31 and Nov. 14) regarding
American troops landings on foreign soil, we have received
additional information that need be of interest to readers. The
first came from B.W. Cummaquid, who reported that the Nov.
8, 1942, landing in North Africa marked the only time in World
War II that an "invasion force" left the U.S. to land on foreign
soil. The other invasion, Guadalcanal, mentioned by J.C.B.,
East Harwich, was launched from a port other than that
belonging to the U.S.
We also heard from C.W.R., Hyannis, who said he served
"in the best unit the Marine Corps had or ever will have,
Edson's First Raider Battalion." J. C. was "nearly correct," he
added, but noted that "the first landing on occupied shores in
World War II was on Tulagi Aug. 7, 1942, at 7 a.m., while the
Guadalcanal landing was at 8 a.m." Tulagi, he wrote, "about
20 miles across the Sealark Channel from Guadalcanal was
occupied by the Japanese Special Landing Force, an elite
troop of proven fighting ability. Companies Band D, Edson's
Raiders were the first to land. I was in Dog Company, which
may have been the first Marines on shore.
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Excerpt§ taken from Ordb.iid§ In The M u.d from the §ectiion Guadalcanal
Edfred 1by Ro1beirt 1by Ro1beirt C. M1UJ.ehircke

THE GIFU REMAINS
continued from last issue.
In January 1943 the Gifu on Mount Austen was still
in Japanese hands. The combat accomplishments of
the 132d Infantry was statistically of great value in
permitting deployment of the XIV Corps offensive. The
regiment was relieved by the Second Battalion 35th
Infantry of the 25th Division (known to us as the "regular
army Pineapple Division.)"

Before the 25th Division released the 132d Infantry
troops all men from the 132d had to police the entire
front of any debris such as cans, rifle clips, and empty
cartridge cases.
On 9 January 1943 the fresh regular army troops from
Hawaii with their battalion and regimental officers made
plans for the Gifu's final destruction. Fifteen days later,
using a coordinated tank-infantry attack, the Gifu
stronghold was finally destroyed.

Excerpt§ taken from the §ection 'Bouaanviffe: in the shadows

cf 'Mt. 'Baaana

Edited 1by Ro1beirt 1by Ro1beirt C. M1UJ.ehircke
Four hundred miles to the northwest of Guadalcanal
and 250 miles from Rabaul and 1,600 miles northeast
of Sydney, Australia, is the island of Bougainville. It is at
the upper end of the Solomon Islands group. It is
paramecium shaped, approximately 125 miles long and
ranges in width from 30 to 48 miles. The Emperor and
Crown Prince ranges divide the island into an east and
a west area. The mountain range contains two active
volcanos, Mount Balbi, 10,000 feet high; and Mount
Bagana, usually covered with mist, 6,500 feet high near
Empress Augusta Bay.
East of Mount Bagana is the Billy Mitchell Lake, a
volcano crater containing fresh water. The island's
exterior, especially the mountains, is covered with dense
jungle and tropical rain forests, perhaps the most
impenetrable in the world. In some small respects the
central mountain range was compared to the Owen
Stanley Range in New Guinea.
Prior to World War I, Bougainville was a German
colony. After World War I, the island was mandated to
Australia. Early in 1942 the Japanese occupied
Bougainville and built airfields at Kieta and Tenekau on
the east coast, and Kahili, Buin and Kara on the south
coast. It was at Kahili on Sunday, 18 April 1943 the
Americans successfully ambushed Adm. lsoroku
Yamamoto, the Commander in Chief of the Combined
Fleet of the Imperial Japanese Navy. The Americans
used a squadron of eighteen P38's. The killer section
contained four planes led by Capt. Thomas Lanthier;
he made the fatal "hit."
An estimated Japanese force of 45,000 to 60,000
soldiers defended the island. The main Japanese forces
were on the southern and eastern coasts protecting their
airfields. They included the Japanese Sixth Division,
veterans of the Rape of Nanking in 1937; the 17th and
38th Divisions, all under the command of the XVII Army.
Thousands of Japanese, evacuated from Cape
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Esperance on Guadalcanal during February 1943, were
now fighting the Americans again. In addition there were
approximately 10,000 Japanese Navy Marines fighting
on Bougainville.

THESITUATIONONBOUGAINVILLE
On 1 November 1943 at 0730 hours the 3d Marine
Division troops assaulted the beaches at Cape Torokina
in Empress Augusta Bay. On 2 November at 0240 hours
two dozen naval ships of the Japanese and American
navies met in a 12-hour naval battle. At 1400 hours the
Japanese broke off the attack. They lost one cruiser, four
destroyers and received damage to four other vessels.
The American beachhead was secured. The marines
moved inland and found extremely dense jungle, rain
forests containing marshes, swamps, and numerous
lagoons. The Japanese were forced south, north and east
into the jungles and eventually into the coastal areas.
A large, well secured perimeter was formed. The
marines left flank was repeatedly, assaulted by waves of
Japanese, but without success. The marines counterattacked and slowly extended their perimeter.
In mid-November 1943 the marines met strong
Japanese resistance; marine tanks were used to defeat
the Japanese in a coconut grove south of the junction of
the Numa-Numa and east-west trails.

ESTABLISHING THE PERIMETER
In early December 1943 the Army's 37th Infantry
Division landed and occupied the left sector of the island's
perimeter. On 7 December Company "A" 145th Infantry
was attached to the 3rd Marines and occupied the
perimeter along the west bank at the Cape Torokina River
Delta.

Watch the next issue for the continuation.

Last Roll Call
'Tfiou,3fi you can't see or toucfi me, ']'{[ Ge near... 1l.ndif you listen witli your lieart, you'ff liear
1l.((1 my fove aroundyou sift and c(ear. 1l.ndtlien, wfien you must come tliis way afone, '1'((
3reet you with a smi(e and"We(come '}{ome."
1l.uthor 'Unfnown
THEODORE OPHAUG
13 Mar 2000
WWII
MCVILLE, ND

ARTHUR S. KRAFT
21 May 2000
WWII
FLASHER, ND

RUSSELL RAPP

LEWIS A. BORSHEIM

12 Jan 2000

23 May 2000

WWII

WW II L COMPANY

CLEVELAND, ND

FARGO, NOAK

CLIFFORD MARTIN

LEO J. BEAUCLAIR

25 Feb 2000

29 May 2000

WW II (LM)

BISMARCK, ND

BISMARCK,ND

ROBERT K. RADUNE
JOHN A. FISCHBACK

18 Feb 2000

16 April 2000

(LM)

WW II (LM)

MCARTHUR, OH

M COMPANY
ST. PAUL, MN

WILLIAM L. NELKER
24 Feb 2000MEDICS
EAU CLAIRE, WI

KENNETH W. DEASON
23 MAY 2000
ASSOCIATE MEMBER
Ken was in the Navy-WWII from Grafton, ND and
had many friends in C Company. Ken was very
proud of him.

Sa:1 ayrnyafor arr Oltr comrades for 3(10£/icaltli andsome extra time as tFi.e_v
(iavc earned it.
'Many of tFie 164th members arc fiavi113 very serious ficafrfi yro6(cms. 'T'firow
in an extrn yrayer for :JOUr C1(d6w{lies.
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164th Regimental Flag§ & Pin§

Own A Garand.
T he WWII rifle that General George S. Parton called "the
greatest battle lmplement ever dev ised" is available for sale
to qua lified U.S. citizens. Scored in a U.S. Army depot,
these M; 1 Garand rifles are genuine U.S. issue - not
wom;ouc imports o r questionable "put togechers" from foreign
or afrermarket parts.

A limited number of 164th Regimental Flags and 164th
Regimental Lapel Pins are available for sale.

164th Infantry Regimental Flags
(battle streamers WWII) 4 1/ 2 x 5 1/ 2 inches desk model.
$20.00 Includes shipping.

164th Infantry Lapel Pin.
$5.00 includes shipping.

M-1 Garand Rifles
Service Grade

$400

Select Grade

$550

Collector Grade

$7 50

Take advantage of thi5 offer while it lases! For more
infonnation, contact clie Civilian Marksmanship Program
by calling (888) 267-0796 or visit us at www.odcmp.com.
• The CMP is a non;profit corporation charte red by
the United States Congress co promote firearms safety
training and marksmanshi p, especially fo r youth.
• Proceeds from these sales help to fund CMP
Jun ior programs.

acMP
Civilian Marksmanship Program
P.O. Box 576, Dept VFW, Port Clinton, Ohio 4.3452
Toll free: (888) 267--0796 Fax: (614) 336-o289

www.odcmp.com

"Without dreams there's no need
to work. Without work there's no
need to dream."
Unknown

2000 DUES ARE DUE
Pursuant to By-Laws Association, .,.....members delinquent in dues listed in the April,
2000 issue are dropped from mailing list of
the 164th News. Delinquent members will be
dropped from membership rolls, December,
2000.
Ben Kemp, Secretary Treasurer
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The 164th Infantry News. USPS 699-800 is published
quarterly by the 164th Infantry Association. Box llll.
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"The Ultimate Wea/Jon" by: Charles N. Hunter
Co lone l, U.S . Army (Ret.) • West Point • Merrills Maraude1
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